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2 When something is real. Why I don’t cry when my fish die.
3 Federal blather of specific absence functioning to hurt deeper. My finger prints in the little plate.       

Nothing in the larder. Breast of all my identity papers. Impressions.
4 A stiff yes.
5 Why do you keep looking at me? I’m shaped this way. They cannot breathe.
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6 You were some temperature toward knowing
7 [It was] still there only I looked at it different [it was]
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“Routine Knew” & “Coda (Encode)” are collaborative poems and part of an ongoing epistolary project
stemming from our debates regarding a possible “synaesthetic poetics.” These debates were occasioned
by the publication of my “Speculations With A View Toward A Synaesthetic Poetics” in Tripwire 2:  Writing
as Activism: The Aesthetics of Political Engagement (1998). —PFD
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1. they were in every way boats
except that the specific gravity of their contents
rather than their displacement
was floating them

2. lights dimming, children laying down on the straw,
stage hands watching

3. I press myself flat against the bed
her voice a happy registry

4. holds on a bucket

5. every night we locked his socks in plastic bags

6. it is melting and they do not know it
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Three windows for your superstition
as you perch on my leg blind
flutter
ringing doorbells crinkles the plastic bag
her eighteen inches to breathe are narrowing.

Making new contact with the bruise
a strange white cat promised
with plastic
bags around the block softly
biting you hear me:
lock up your houses and
latch up your blouses
pull from my legs
the wind is closing it up
she drops bags off the balcony
expanding, full of breath
tear into her lungs
mercury bird’s sweat
cleaving or to stretch
we think we saw her pop
haven’t heard the sound yet.



��

Poems in a vase
cuddle the sun of
we’d like to change the water
but in the saline of this breast
microbes cluster

cold the thing jingles in the lunge
stopping gestures under her tongue
ninety minutes = a movie
why the action must rise and fall in patterns
the deepest phase nourishing
hormones, is common
in the second half
they show curtains always
pulled back revealing
the bed.

As a pipe being hit
air encroaching, flushed, expires
he is walking back and forth
talking to men in holes

down on the couch she’s absorbing
licking off
a drama Popsicle
making enough money
to stay there licking and sucking.
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They each wanted a ring for their finger
wanted but when forcing her
free except for the skin of her fingers:
she dipped into the acid to get it.
Who would believe she had fallen asleep?
In a factory one cannot count on anything.

Her tits jiggle the tassels
rags flap scaring the birds
you judge how long by
her thinness until black moss
in the signal of a cracked shell
people pledge not to ask you questions.

The most beautiful bounces the advances 
trying to change the sheets
which must be backwards
but the screen makes you repeat
yes, we really loved how she kept eating.

Pulling things out of the freezer
had stored but now find
your bed soft in the center
selling it, people
are mobbing, wanting to buy.
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Beth Murray and Randee Paufve met at
the Djerassi Resident Artist Program in
the summer of 1999 when Randee began
choreographing to phrases from Beth’s poem
12 Horrors. Later Randee worked with five
dancers in Portland to develop movement
from the horrors. The dancers wrote their
own personal horrors and worked with
Randee and the music of Shostakovich to
complete the long piece,
BloodTongueSeverTatterRend. Randee then
rehearsed with five new dancers in Oakland
using a similar process. Lisa Bush,
Christine Chen, Rebecca Johnson, Jill
Randall and Jane Schnorrenberg performed
the piece in the First Unitarian Church of
Oakland for three nights in June of 2001.
Beth read 12 Horrors before each perform-
ance. 

The preceding document includes
rehearsal photos of the Oakland dancers,
the shorthand names used by the dancers to
refer to various sections of the dance,
excerpts from the dancers’ written
horrors, and Beth’s poem, 12 Horrors. 
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Our work on the page has already exploded into three dimensions with multiple collaborations, as dramaturge, playwright
and visual artist in productions of theater and new opera work. Our theater history began with a week-long I.O.U. Poet’s
Theater workshop and now includes two productions of the Erling Wold opera based on the Max Ernst collage-novel, A
Little Girl Dreams of Taking the Veil. The Games collaboration was exhibited as a 22’ long accordion book at The ODC
Gallery in San Francisco during the run of the Ernst opera.
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